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Connecticut’s 5th Century Church

Foreat, southern Connecticut, near

the town of Guilford, masterfully
carved from solld rock, stands Morth
Amerbea’s  oldest  Chrlstian  chureh.
Recent epigraphic evidence found here
suggests that it is 1600 vears old, and
linked ¢ a wvovage of Christian
Byzantine moenks whe fled from North
Africa during the 5th Century, In the
wake of the Vandal invaskens, Greek and
MNorth Afrlean  inseriptions, Greek
cupule patterns in the form of Chrlsmons
(mensgrams of Christ), baptismal fonts,
a eathedrs or threne, candalabras and an
alter hove been feund at the site,

These items indicate that it was
a place of worship, an Eardy Chriztian
Church. The artifacts are {lluminated by
Libyan Arable texta found at Figuig
[Hadj-Mimoum), a remoste casla in east-
erm Moroeeo, in 1925, They tell of o voy-
age underteken by MNorth African
Christinn monks sailing “toward the set-
ting sun,” bte “Asqg-Shamel” the
"Morthern Land” suggestive of MNorth
Amertea. A dbffusionist  acholar,
Fredorick J. Pohl, who studiled the
Figuig Inseriptions during the 1960s,
pleced the monks arrival in North
America at nbout 480 A,

Aboat 40 yonrs agpe, he was told
of some stronge carvings on stone in the
Connecticut woods, and obtained the
sarvices of a local a physiclan as a guide
to thelr location. As the author of several
books deacrlbing Norse voyages to
America, Pohl anticipated Viking crigin
for the Connecticut inscriptions. Seeing
them in persen, however, he knew ot
once thot they were not 10th Century
runic, but belonged to something entire-
Iy different and much older. Seeking
clues from the mediate envirenment,
he noticed a nearby cove sultable as a
lamd-fall for ships was visikle from the
inseriptions.

When [ first met an older
Fradarick Pehl at his home in Breoklyn,
Mew York during 1976, he asked me to go
to the aite, look it over and =ee what [
could make of it. For two and a half years
theroafter, I regularly wvisited the site
gathering infermation, teking phota-
graphs omd maoking drawings, followed
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Flame-shaped Bapitamal Fond representing the Holy Spirit. Here the elderly wrere
baptized by pouring water over Hheir heads.

by leng hours Investigating ssurce mate-
rlals in public and university lbrarles.
Together with Pohl, I sought out the
opiniens of other experts in pre-
Columbion matters. Their insight com-
himed with diligent, independent
rescarel to reveal the Guilford lecatlon
asz an Early Christlan Church and
Baptiamal site of Byzantine Greek Morth
Afrlcan origin. Epigraphic evidence iden-
tified its comstruction or carving by
Christisn  monks whoe wovaged to
Connecticut from North Afries in the
mid-5th Century,

To understand the origing and rea-
aons behind this 1600 year-old undertal-
ing, something about the history of the
Early Christian Church during this peri-
od iz needed. By 430 AD, more than 00

bishops operated across North Afelca,
mostly In Tonlsla, where Chrlstianity
sank its roots in the Dark Continent at
the ancient Phoenicien port-city of
Carthage. From the beginning, the new
fuith was o tale of vielence and heresy.
Under Emperors Declus (249 to 2500,
Valerlan (2537 to 259) and Dlocletlan (245
ta 2133, many Chrlstians everywhare
were arvested, tried and executed on
chorges of theolegicnl or polition] subver-
sian, because they choracterized the
deities of oll other faiths ns “devils”™ and
colled for the dewnfall of the Roman
atate.

Meanwhile, fanatle followers of
Manichaeizm, Montanism, Pelaglankam,
and a dozen other, largely forgotten here-
sies fought bitterly betwoen themsolves
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Forest, seuthern Connectieut, near
the twwn of Guilfond, masterfully

carved from solld rock, stands Nerth
America’s oldest Christian church,
Recent epigraphic evidence found here
suppests that it is 1600 vears old, and
linked to o worage of Christinn
Byzantine menks whoe fled from Nerth
Afrbea during the 5th Century, In the
wake of the Vandal invaskons. Greek and
North African inseriptions, Greek
cupule patterns in the form of Chrismwons
(monograms of Christ), baptismal fonts,
o eathodra or throne, candelobros and an
altar have been found at the site,

These items indicate that #t was
a place of werahip, an Early Christian
Chureh. The artifacts are illominated by
Libyan Arabie texts found at Figuig
[Had|-Mimeoum), & remote sasis bn east-
erm Moroeeo, in 1926, They tell of a woy-
nge undertaken by MNerth Afriean
Christion menks sailing “toward the set-
ting sun.” to “Asq-Shamnl.” the
"*Morthern Land,” suggestive of Nerth
America. A diffosionist  scholar,
Frederick J. Pohl, whe studied the
Figulg Inscriptions during the 19608,
placed the monks wmrrival in North
America at about 480 AT

Abesul 40 years age, he was tald
of some strange carvings on stone in the
Connecticut woods, and obtaimed the
pervices of a local & phvaician & a -gquu
to their location. As the author of several
books describlng Norse veyages to
Amaerica, Pohl anticipated Viking erigin
for the Connecticut inscriptions. Seeing
them in person, however, he knew at
once that they were not L0th Century
runie, but belonged to something entire-
Iy different and much older. Seeking
clues from the immedlate environment,
he poticed a nearby cove sultable as a
limd - fiall for .1|'|ip|| wae vizible from the
inseriptions

When I first met an older
Frederick Pehl nt his home in Brooklyn,
New York during 1976, he asked me w go
to the site, look it over and see what [
could muake of it. For two and a hall years
therealter, [ regulardy visited the slte
gathering information, teking photo-
graphs and making drawings, fallowed
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“Main Altar® with Greck Dorie stvie plinth. Th the left s flah-ahaped cupule (hodes)
pattern. Both held condles for coremonies, Photos courtesy of the author,

Flame-shaped Baprismal Font representing the Holy Sparit. Here the elderly were
Bapd ized by pounng water over their heods.

by long hours Investigating source mate-
rlals in public and university libearbes.
Together with Pehl, 1 soughi oot the
opinlons of other experts in  pre-
Columbian matters. Their insight com-
hined with diligent, independent
rescarch Lo reveal the Gullford location
as an Early Christian Church and
Baptiamal slte of Byzantine Greek North
Alrlcan origin, Eplgraphic evidence iden-
tified its construction or carving by
Christinn monks who vovaged to
Cennecticut from Morth Alviea in the
mid-5th Centurs

To understand the origins and rea-
sons behind this 1600 vear-ald undertak-
ing, something about the history of the
Early Christian Church during thia peri-
od is needed. By 430 AD, more than 600

bishops operated scross Nerth Africa,
mostly In Tonlsla, where Chelstianity
sank itz roots in the Dark Continent at
the ancient Phoenlclon port-cily ol
Carthage. From the beginning, the new
faith wne a tale of violence and heresy.
Under Emperors Declus (249 (o 250,
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duities of all other faiths ne “devils™ and
called for the dewnfall of the Roman
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