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All Saints. Greek icon from the Holy Monastery of Stavroniketa of Mount Athos (late 16th - early 17th 
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cent.) From "Pemptousia" magazine.

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.

The Mother of God and the Saints whose memory we keep today, those who are 
known to us because God has revealed them and because they have been 
understood and recognised, either by their contemporaries, or years, at times – 
centuries later, all the Saints are the response of the earth to the love of God. And 
this response is given by them not only in their own name but in the name of all 
creation and in our names also; because each of us has the privilege to be called 
by one name, our Christian name, the name of one of those Saints. And the Saints 
whose names are ours stand before God and pray that their name should not be 
made unworthy in the eyes of the Lord. The Saints of God embrace the whole of 
Creation in their love, in their intercession, in their prayer, in their real, continuous 
presence. How wonderful it is that we belong to this vast family of men, of women, 
of children who have understood what the Lord meant when He came, and lived, 
taught and died for us! They responded with their own heart, they understood with 
all their mind, and they accepted His message with all their determination, to 
overcome in themselves all that has been the cause of the crucifixion; because if 
only one person on earth had strayed, fallen away from God, Christ would have 
come to save at the cost of His life. This is His own testimony to a Saint of the early 
centuries who had been praying that the sinners should be confounded; and Christ 
appeared to him, and said, “Never pray that way! If one sinner have existed, I 
would have died for him.” (περισσότερα…)
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