12 lovviov 2009

WHAT TO DO ABOUT A BAD PRIEST (by St.
Theophan the Recluse)

Zévec YAwaooec / In English

St. Theophan the Recluse

From The Letters of St. Theophan the Recluse

Question: “We had a good priest; but he was transferred to another parish. In his
place came another, who is a grief to the soul. In his serving the services, he is


/var/www/diakonima.gr/cat=15390
/var/www/diakonima.gr/cat=38
http://www.diakonima.gr/wp-content/uploads/2009/06/feofan_zatvornik_700.jpg

careless and hurried; when conversations occur, he talks only about trivial things; if
he starts to talk about the things of God, then it is all with a kind of limitation and
truncation of the strict truth. How is one to escape from such a temptation?”

Answer: You yourselves are at fault. You made poor use of the good priest, and the
Lord took him away. Tell me, did you become better from your previous good
priest? Here you falter to say, “Yes.” But | from a distance shall say that you did not
become better, judging by the fact that you are judging the new priest, not
knowing how to control your feelings in relation to him as you should. Indeed, you
had a good priest even before this good priest who has now departed from you,
and the one before him was good too. You see how many good priests the Lord has
sent you; but you all have not become any better for it. And here He has decided:
why waste good priests on these people? I'll send them one not so good. And He
did. Seeing this, you should have at once paid attention to yourself, to repent and
improve, but you just judge and keep judging over and over again. Improve
yourselves, and then the priest will at once be changed. He will think: “With these
people | cannot carry out my holy work carelessly; | must serve reverently and
conduct edifying conversations.” And he will mend his ways. If priests are negligent
and hurried in serving the services and are trivial in conversations, then most of
the time it comes from conforming to the parishioners. (neplogétepa...)
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