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NMpoofBoAn yia Tov NMovTtiakd EAANVIOMO
MANPWHEVO TAELOIWTIKO «APLEPWHA» ME LIOTOPLKEC
avakpifeilec yia tnv lepa MovA MNavayiac ZovpeAd

/ Tevikd OfpaTa

AvTIOpaocelg KalL aAyelv evTOMIWON €XEL TMPOKAAECEL OTOV
MovTiakd EAANVIOHO, MTANPWHEVO attd TNV Touvpkia TaEldlwTIKO
AQPLEPWHA YiIa TNV LOTOPLKA lepda Movh t™ng Mavayiag ZouvpeAa
otnVv TpamelobvTta oL dnuooiledTNkKe oto CNN Travel, aviuepa
T™NG 1l4nc ZemtepfPpiov, Hpépa MvAMNG T™NG lMEvoKTOVIAC TWV
EAAQVWVY T™NG MiIkpac Acgiac amdé Ttouc OOwpavoic Tovpkoug,
OTIC apX€éG Touv 2000 alwva.

2TO QQLEPWHA, O AVOYVWOTNG, METAED GAAWvY, poabBaivel 6t ot EAANveG €@uyav


/var/www/diakonima.gr/cat=13

Hévol Toug amd tov Mévto, pévol Toug aKoAOLVONOoOV TIC AEUKEG TOPE(EC Kol pbvoL
TouG €ywav Kpuntoyplotiavol!

H avti{dpaon yla ta mopamnotnuéva LOTOPLKA oTolxela Kat TNy EAAEWYN €peuvac Kal
TeKpNplwong npoAABe and tnv Maumnovtiakry Opoomnovdia HIMA kat Kavadd, n omnola
oe avakolvwon TNG KatayyéAAel emiong OTL TO Q@LEPWHO TAPATAAVE TOULG
QVOYVWOTEG «Va TMOTEVOVY OTL TO pMovaothpt TNng [Mavaylag ZovueAa Exet
TOUPKLKEC pllec N BswpelTal aytaouévo and ToOPKoULC a&lwUaTODXOUC .

ON SEPTEMBER 14TH
CNNtravel published an article on
Panagia Soumela, Trapezounta
FUNDED BY TURKEY
WITH FALSE HISTORICAL CLAIMS

PAN-PONTIAN FEDERATION OF USA & CANADA

ZTnv avakoivwon tTnG n MNapmovrtiakl Opoomovdia HMA kat Kavabda,
HETAED AAAWVY, avaPEépEL:

«CNN, mnapakaAoOue KAvte TNV Epevvd o0ac¢ mPOTOU ONUOOLEDOETE KPATIKA
nponaydavéa oc va TaéldlwTikd apBpo Ttov Joe Yogerst eunotiouévo otn Wikipedia.
2iyovpa, 6ev elvat tuyaio o6tt to CNN 6énuocicvoe autd TO0 @GpPBpo otic 14
JenteuBpiov, uta nuepa UeTa tnv 102n enetelo amd TNV nupndAnon tng Zuopvng
OMoL Ol TOUPKLKEG OULVAUELC MUPTIOANOQAV EOKEUUEVA TIC EAANVIKEC KAl QPUEVIKEC



OLVOLKIEG oKoTWvovTag 6ekabec xitAtabec XplotTiavouc.

H 6nAwon amomnoinon¢ €vBovng Tov ovvTtadkTn, “Avth n oepa Ta&buwv Tov CNN
xpnuatodotribnke N xpnuatodboteitat amd TN YwWpa mov MPoBAAAstal”, elvat
aAnbwn ue ULOEC aANBElEC EVOWUATWUEVEG O HEYAAO UEPOC TOL a@pBpou. CNN,
aQuTd mapanAavd TOUG QVAYVWOTEC OAC V& MOTEVOLY OTL TO MOVAOTHPL TNG
Mavayla¢ ZovueAd E€xelL TOUVPKLKEC pilec 1 Bewpeltal aylaouévo amd ToUPKOULC
awuatovyoug. Ot EAAnveg, ot onolot elyav Babia BTk enibpacn g€ GAov¢ Toug
MOALTLOUOUG TNG Mikpdc¢ Aoilag, ovuneptAauBavousévne tng meptoxric touv lévtov,
Katolkovoav otnv meptoxnn and 1o 700 m.X., evw n OBwuavikny Avtokpatopla
16pvbnke To 1299 u.X.,, 2000 xpdvia apydtepa. To povaotnpt tng lMavayiac
JovueAd 16pvBnke ambé Abnvaiovg 0OpbBodoéouvg povayoic vnd Tov EAAnva
auToKpdTopa Oscobdolo A’ Kat Oxt and tou¢ OBwuavoug. Htav n Avvaoteia Twv
Kouvnvwyv mov mpooTATEWe Kat mMAOOTIOE TNV EpH yn, Oxt ot OBwuavol. To
®povTioTriplo t™n¢ Tpamncslovvtag oteydotnke otnv lMavayia ZovueAa to 1682, tn
xpovia mov 16pvOnKe amd Kat yla TLC TOMIKEC EAANVIKEC KOLWOTNTEC Kat OxL TOUC
Obwuavouc.

Ot OBwuavol bev eMETPEYAV OTOUG XPLOTLAVOUC VA EMTEAOVY TA BPNOKEVTIKA TOUG
KaBrikovta, AvtiBsta wlnoav xiAtabec EAAnvec va yivouv Kpuntoxplotiavol WoTe
va amopoyovv TI¢ btwéelc. Ot OBwuavol eEaméAvoay enyelpAoslc eBvokabapang
evavTtiov Awv Twv un Obwuavwy yla neptoodtepa and 1.000 ypdvia. Ot uovayol
™n¢ Mavayiag ZovueAd kat ot EAAnveg touv lMovtov bev eméAeéav va UeTakouioovy
andé TNV MATPLKN) TOUC yn, oUTE Kal gofouvvtav 0Tt Ba TOUC ANCTEWOLY KATA TN
olapketa tov Taélblov toug otnv EAAd6a. AvtiBeta, ot OBwuavol Toug eEandtnoav
Kat Toug obniynoav o mopeie¢ Bavdtov kat otpatoneda spyaociag, SLanpadTTOVTAC
Bnplwbdiec kat boAopovwvtag amd Eva eKATouuDOpLo EAANVEC. »

210 TAiOWTIKO apOpo avagépeTtar MwG oTi¢ 15 Aodyouvotouv 2010 n
TOUPKLKNA KLUBEépvnNon eméTpeye va TeEAeoTEL oTnv lepd MovA n mpwTn Octia
NAerttovpyia petda 1o 1923, XOpOoOoTATOUVTOGC TOL OLKOLVMEVIKOU Matpiapyxn
K.K. BapOoAopaiov Kat €KTOTE TO ib10 yiveTal Kabg xpovo.

2tnv avakoivwaon tng n MNapmovtiak Opoomnovdia HIMA kat Kavadd tovilel 6Tl «a
vt N TEAeTH AEN enavaiauBavetal KABe xpovo avTriv THY NUEPoUnvia, KaBwc ot
NELTOVPYIEC anayopPeVTNKAY ATIO TNV TPEXOVOA TOUVPKLKNA KLBEpvnon to 2016, TO
2017, to 2018, to 2019, 10 2023 Kat pEToC. EmnAéov n Mavayia ZovueAa avolée
Eavad to 2020 Alyecg uepec apdtouv o Tovpkog Mpdebpo¢ avolée Eava tn xpLOTLAVIKA
Bulavtwri ekkAnoia tng Ayiacg Zopla¢ otnv KwvotavtivolmoAn w¢ tCaul».

Avo@ePOEVN OTN OLVEXELX OTN OgoAoylkl ZXOAR TNG XAAKNG, n MNopmovTiakn



Opoomnovdia HIMA kat Kavadd onuelwvel 0TL «AgtTovpyovae vnod To lMatplapxeio tng
EAAnvikric OpBdboénc EkkAnoiac amdé To 1844, €KAElOEe amd TNV TOUVPKLIKN
KvBEpvnon to 1971 mapd TNV KATAKPALYH 0pYyavlouwyv onw¢ n UNESCO kat dAAa
bLebvr) 16pLuaTa yLa TNV MPOOTAO(a TWY BPNOKEVTIKWY EAELOEPLWIV».

H Maumnovtiaky Opoonovdia HMA kat Kavadd emonuaivel, HeTaED GAAWY, OTL EVW
otnv EAAGOa umdpxouv HOULOOULAUAVLIKE TEPEVN TOL  AELTOLPYODV KOAVOVLKE,
«0Tn ovyypovn Touvpkia OAe¢ ot OpB6b6oéec eKKAnoleg &elte €yovv KAegloel, &€ltTe
Exovv Kataotpagel, Exovv uetatpansl o TQuULA 1} UOLOE(X OV XPEWVOLY OAOUC
TOUG N ToUpKouG MOA(TeC e €lotThplo €Lod6dov 10mAdolov KOOTOUG Qmd TO
Kavovltkl. DAot ot gtavpol €xovv KaAv@Oel 1 amouakpuvBel evw) oL ayloypaglec
EXOLV KATAOTPAPE».

ZTN OLVEXELA TNG aVaKOoivwong TovileTatl:

«H oTtopia 6ev Ba Enpemne va vmoBaAAeTal o ekovola aAAoiwon ue SLaoTpEBAwaon
T™NC aAnbeiacg, €6lka oec €va TaldlwWTIKO apbpo. Ta UECA EVNUEPWONG Kal Ol
dnuootloypagol Ba mpensl va otauaTrioovy va vmnootnp(lovv TNV MPAKTIKA TNG
Tovpkliacg va apveltat TI¢ Onplwdisc mov Exel dlanpdéel oto MAPEABSY, ualevovTac
MAPAAANAA EKATOUUDPLA EVPW EKUETAAAEVOUEVN TOV XPLOTLAVIKO MOALTIOMO IOV
OUOTNUATIKA KATEOTPEWE».

H avakoivwon tng¢ Moapmovtiakng Opoomovdiag HMA kat Koavadd kAse{vel pe TN
epdon: «CNN umopeic KaAvtepa. AmEovpe autd TO QOEBEC ApPBpo HE TIC MULOEC
aANOELEC AUETWC. »



PAN-PONTIAN FEDERATION OF

EvTOMWwon MAvTwG TMPOKaAElL OTL AMOOCTMACHA TOL <«AQPLEPWHATOG», TIOUL
XPNHatodotnOnke andé tTnv Touvpkia Katad ypanmth SAAWON TOL CLVTAKTN
TOUL, avaAdNMOOLEDTNKE Kal amd TNV eAAnvikn ékéoon tov CNN, TnV ida
Hépa, dnAadn oTic 14 ZemteuPBpiov, Huépa MvAMNG TnNG MEvoKTOVIiaG TWV
EAAAVWVY TNG Mikpag Aciag, xwpic Ta emipayxa onpeia mov éxovv eEopyioel
Tov Movtiakd EAANVIOMO KOl ME TAPATIOMUTIH) OTO MPWTIOTUNO AP6po TOUL

ouvTdkTn Joe Yogerst.

Alafdaote oTta ayyAlk@ OAGKANPn TNV avakoivwon tTNnNG MaumovTiakAg
Opoomnovdiac HMA kot Kavabda:


https://edition.cnn.com/travel/sumela-ancient-monastery-hanging-from-cliff-turkey/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/travel/sumela-ancient-monastery-hanging-from-cliff-turkey/index.html
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September 20, 2023

CNN, please do your research before reporting state sanctioned propaganda in a Wikipedia-soaked
travel editorial by Joe Yogerst. Certainly, it is not a coincidence that CNN published this article on
September 14, one day afier the 102-year commemoration of the burning of Smyma where Turkish
forces deliberately set fire to the Greek and Armenian gquarters killing tens of thousands of Christians.

The editor’s disclaimer, This CNN Travel series is, or was, sponsored by the country it highlights,
rings true with half-truths embedded in much of the article. CNN, this misleads your readers to
believe the monastery of Panagia Soumela has Turkish origins or considered sanctified by Turkish
officials. The Greeks, who had a profoundly positive effect on all cultures of Asia Minor including
the Pontos region, inhabited the area since 700 BC while the Ottoman Empire was founded in 1299
AD, 2000 years later. The monastery of Panagia Soumela was founded by Athenian Orthodox monks
under the Greek Emperor Theodosius I, not the Ottomans. It was the Komnenos Dynasty that
protected and enriched the sacred land, not the Ottomans. The school Phrontisterion of Trapezounda
was housed at Panagia Soumela in 1682 the year it was founded by and for the local Greek
communities, not the Ottomans.

The Ottomans did not leave the Christians to do their religion. Instead, they forced thousands of
Greeks into Crypto-Christianity to avoid persecution. The Ottomans engaged in ethnic cleansing of
all non-Ontomans for over 1000 years. The monks of Panagia Soumela and the Pontic Greeks did not
choose 1o relocate from their ancestral homeland, nor did they fear they would be robbed during their
Journey to Greece. Instead, the Ottomans deceived them and led them to death marches and labor
battalions and committed atrocities — murdering over a million Greeks.

On August 15, 2010, the Turkish government allowed the first Orthodox worship service at Panagia
Soumela since 1923 1o be led by Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople. This ceremony has NOT
repeated every vear on this date as services were banned by the current Turkish government in 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019, 2023, and again this year. Furthermore, Panagia Soumela reopened in 2020 just
days afier the Turkish President reopened the Christian Byzantine church Hagia Sophia in
Constantinople as a mosque. Additionally, the Theological School of Halki, also known as Halki
Seminary, which operated under the Patriarchate of the Greek Orthodox Church since 1844, was
closed by the Turkish government in 1971 despite the outery of organizations such as UNESCO and
other international foundations for the protection of religious freedoms.

While mosques are extended a peaceful existence in Greece today, all Orthodox churches in modemn
day Turkey have been either shut down, destroyed, turned into mosques, or museums that charge all
non-Turkish citizens an entry fee ten times greater than Turkish citizens. All crucifixes have been
purposefully covered or removed and iconography destroyed, not scraped off because it was deemed
holy as quoted in the fictitious myth. History should not be subjected to at will alterations with
distortions of the truth, especially within a travel article. Mainstream media and journalists must stop
supporting Turkey’s denial of their historic atrocities who continue the cycle by collecting millions in
revenue from the Chnstian culture they systematically destroved.

CNN do better. Retract this disrespectful, half-truth article at once.
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