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‘0O TeAwvng kat 60 Paploaioc (Anthony Bloom
Metropolitan of Sourozh (1914- 2003))

OpBobdotia kal Opbompatia / Aylol - Moatépec - Mépovtec / OcoAoyia kKot Zwr / Op68b0En niotn /
OpBobdotia kal Opbompatia

Elc 0 6voua tod Matpog kal Tod Yiod kal Tod Aylov MvedpaTod.

2T0 ToEldL poc mpog TRV TeooapakooTn kKol to Maoyxa, cvvavtodue Evav dplOuo
NMoPaBOAXY TOL TPEMEL v& MAC mpoeTolddoovy oTO TaE(dL pag. Kol ) onuepvn
MOPABOAN MAC MIAAEL YL TOV TeAWvN Kal TOv daploaio.

O TeAwvng e€lofABe otnv ékkAnoila yvwpllovtag OTL 6&v &xel dkalwpa va
BplokeTal ¢kel. M& mowd évvola; H ékkAnoia elval €va pikpd pépoc ot i mod elvat
OAOKANPWTLKA APLEPWHEVO OTOV Oed, moL AvAkeEL oTOV Oeg0, £€kel Omouv Exel
dikalwpa va Cel, €kel dmov €pYOMAOTE VO CLUVOVTAOOLHUE ADTOV Kal Kavévav GAAO.
0, puokd, 8Aouc ToDC BAANOLC, AAAY pali p’ Ekeivov. Kal 6 TEAWYNG 0TdONKE OTRV
népta yvwpifovtac 8Tt elvat €vac E€voc kol 8TL R pévn Touv EATiBa BPLOKATOY OTO
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YEYOvOC 8TL 6 Oed¢ dyamnd. Elxe mel otAv MoAawd Aladrkn, « Mawdi pov, 8WOE pov
AV KapdL& oov - SAa T& UEAoLTA Elval SLKE HOL».

"ETOol UMOPODPE v EABOLUE KOl VA TIPOCPEPOLE TNV KAPOLA MO OTOV OO0 Kol Hdvo
T0TE unopodue va Badioovpe o’ aLTOV TOV LEPO TOTO.

O daploaioc Codoe oOPEWVA HPE TOLC KAVOVEG: OKEQPTNKE, €volwoe OTL EKOVE TO
K&Be TL oL Mepiuevay Ao adTOV COUPWVA HE TOV VOUO, EIXE BIKOLWMUATA EVWTILOVY
o0 Ocobd- elxe dikaiwpa v& BplokeTal otd BaoiAelo Tod Ocod, ATav Evag &mnod TOv
0lkd Tou Aad. Kal yU' a0TO, KOoltdlovTtag YOpw TOL, UMopodoE va OLYKPIvEL TOV
€aLTO TOL pE GAAOULG oL HEV GELlav oTA PaTLa ToL TO (Lo W’ EKelvov.

Ac MPOPBANUOTLOTODUE OXETIKA HE TOLC €0UTOUC MOG: Otav €pxOUOOTE OTNV
¢kkAnoia, ouveldntomoodpe 8Tt lvat €va Bacidelo &nov pnopolpe v eloéABolue
HOvo Gv | Kapdld pag Exel 600el otov O©ed, Kal POvo Av 1 Kopdld Pag ExeL yivel O
Témno¢ katowkiag Tov; Kal éniong dv &xovue mpoonabriosl, €vToUTOL OKANPA, Tiula
va CAooLUE oOUPWVA PE TO EDayyéALo, umopodue va modpe OTL «&EICw», umop® va
MR «&xw Skaiwpa v elpat €60»; Oxt, pévo 1 Aydmn pmopel v p&C BWOoeL TO
dikalwpa: povaya i apotBaio aydmn Kot f &ydmnn pag mEo¢ TOv OO Pmopel va PAG
EMLTPEYOLY VA €loéEABovue o ToDTO TO lepo PBaoiAelo. Kal dtav €pYxOUOOTE 0TV
E€KKANola, dC OTAUATACOLUE YLX Eva AEMTO OTNY MOPTA, Kal ¢ okepTodue, «TodTo
0 BaciAelo eivat lepd, elval 6 lepdc ténMoc Tod Ood &C eloéAOw pE AN pov TAV
Kapdild: «8¢ oTpa@olue oTtoOv Oed Kal 8¢ modue. «KOpte, Elpat avdEiog, kol Suwc
Exw AyarnOel and £oéva- (ol HOALOUEVOC, Kal SUWC MMop® v dyan® £oéva, Q
KOpte, Kal TOUC AvOPWMOLC YOPW HOov. ME ATEAELEC, BHWC €lval TO pOvo EDaPOC
OToL UMoP® v oTABW £6(».

Aunv.

Amnoboon Keipévou: www.agiazoni.gr
MpwTtéTuno Kel{pevo

20 February 2000
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.

On our journey towards Lent, and beyond Lent towards Easter, we come to a series
of parables which must prepare us to our journey through Lent. And today\'s
parable speaks to us of the pharisee and of the publican.

The publican came into the church knowing that he has no right to be there. In
what sense? The church is a small place on earth which is totally dedicated to God,
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which belongs to God alone, in which God has a right to live, into which we come to
meet Him, and no-one else. O, of course, everyone else, but only together with
Him. And the publican stood by the door knowing that he is a stranger and that his
only hope lay in the fact that God loves. He had said in the Old Testament, 'Child,
give Me thy heart — all the rest belongs to Me’.

So, we can come and give our heart to God, and only then can we walk into this
sacred ground.

The pharisee lived according to rules; he thought, he felt that he did everything
that was expected of him according to the Law, he had rights before God; he had a
right to be in God’s realm, he was one of His people. And therefore, looking round
he could compare others who in his eyes were not worthy of the same.

Let us reflect on ourselves; when we come to church: are we aware that it is a
realm into which we can come only if our heart has been given to God, and if our
heart has become His dwelling place? And also, if we have tried, however hard,
however honestly to live according to the Gospel, can we say 'l am worthy’, can |
say ‘| have a right to be here’? No, it is only love that can give us a right; it is only
our love, mutual, and our love to God that can allow us to enter into this sacred
realm. And when we come, let us stop one moment by the door, and think, 'This
realm is sacred; it is God\'s dwelling place; let me enter into it with all my heart;’
turn to God and say,’Lord, | am unworthy, and yet, | am loved; | am impure, and yet
| can love Thee, O Lord, and the people around me. Imperfectly, but this is the only
ground on which | can stand here’.

Amen.
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