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Ei¢c To dvopua tou MNatpdg kat Tov Yol Kat Tov Yol MNMveduaTtod.

Néoo pvotTnPwdng eivatl n EkkAnola pag; Bploketal otn piCa Kot Tov TMUPAVA TWV
MPOYUATWY KAl OPWG TOOO 08uVNPA, KAl TPOHAKTIKA Blatpepevn.
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2tnv dlakovia TNG Kowwviag, otn ©. Asttovpyia, HETA T Adyla: « Ta dylo TOLG
ayiolc», o Lepéac KOBeL o€ Tepdyla Tov GpTOo TOL €XEL ON KaBaylaoTel, mMov elval
TO CWHA TOL XPLoToL Kal Aéyel: «MeA(Cetal kKot drauepiCetal o Auvog tov ©go0, o
MEALLOPEVOC KOl M Olotpolpevog, o0 mAvtoTte €00WOUEVOC KoL  PnbémoTe
dAMAVWHEVOC, AAAA TOUG HETEXOVTAC aYLATWY».

Autn elval n elkéva t™nG EkkAnolag péoa otnv otopia; Av aAnBedel 6Tl dAoL ekelvol
ol GvBpwToL oL TMOTEVOLY OTOV XPLOTO, TIOL HECOW TOL LEPOL Bamtiopatog méBavav
Kal avaotndnkav P Ekelvov, av €lval aAnBeta 6tL OAoL ekelvol €lval evwuEvOL [
Ekelvov, téTE €lval eniong aArBsia 6Tl vmdpyxel evéotTnTA: aAA& eival eniong téoo



oAo@avepa aAnOwo 6Tl elpacte dLaonacpEvol oe OAa ta emnineda.

ToAudue va MOVPE OTL e(lpaoTe PETAED POC €va, €TOL TOL T{MOTA va PNV Unopel va
dlappni€el toug O6eopolC aAAnAeyyOng kat aydmnng, Mmopolue va moOPeE OTL oL
EkkAnaoiec mov ovopdlovtal XpLoTIAVIKEG elval EVWHUEVEC gE TETOLO Babud, WoTe va
MNV LTIAPXEL ATIOKALON, OQVTOYWVIOUOG, vToyla, apolBaia avTindBeia- OAa avTd TOL
elval adlavénto va cupBaivovy o' €va cwua Mov Kuplapxeltatl Gnd €va MveOPA, Kol
oL KaA&{Tal va lvat yla Tov KOGUO HLa almoKAALYN TOL YEYOVOTOG OTL 0 ©cbC AABE
OTOV KOOMO, 0’ €vav KOOUO KOUMOTLAOMEVO, DLALPEUEVO KL EVWOE TA MAVTA, ONWCG
TO KAeLO( TNG apuoviag otn Hovotkh: elval katavontd; Kt duwg €tol elval.

Mmopel va Aéue OTL Kavévag AAAOG dev umopel va €xel eumnelpla TNG €vdTNTAC YLX
TNV omola MIAAQME, eKTOC amd Toug ayiovg. AAAG avTd 6ev elval apkeTO. To va AEUE
OTL pévo oL aylot Buwvouv avth TNy eunelpla, dev onuaivel 6Tl €xovue dkalwpa va
MEVOLUE OTO TEPLOWPLO KoL OTNY  KABNUeEPWOTNTA HAC KoL  ouTd  TOU
npoocAauBavovue he TOoO 06uvvnpd TPOTMO elval n Oldomaon Kal O XWPELOPOG.
MmopoOue va movhe OTL ayandue o €vag tov dAAov; Oyt BéBata. Ayamdue Alyouc,
QYVOOUHE TOLC TMOAAODG, amexBavlouaote N PLooVue GAAouG AvBpwmoug. ElpaoTe
€va; Nol- o€ OTLYMEC eLAOYNUEVEC, OTOV LTIEPLOXVEL N Mpooevyr, 0Tav 0 OedC £xel
TOV TMPWTO POA0, OtV EexvAue Tov €aLTO HaC Kal BAEMOLPE TOV GAAOV ,KATA
KA&molov TPdTo, HECA 0TO QWG TOL XPLOTOU * AAAA AL AAALWG.

TiBetal otov Kabéva pac éva epwtnua. Exw dikaiwua va mpooéAbw oto Tpamédl
tov Kuplov; 1lowg av KNpOTTw, oto PBaBud mov yvwpllw Kal KATOVOW, TNV
akepatdTnTa TNG OPB0O6OEOL TMioTEWCS, AAAA OV apKE(l va KNPOTTOVPE PE TO OTOUQ:
popel KEmoLog va TavTLoTEl JE ALTA TIOL AEEL JE TETOLO TPOTO, WOTE 0,TL HLOAOKEL,
0,TL opoAoyel va €ivat n Cwrl tov Mnopel va ylvouue apeTIKOl, AMOCTATEC TNG
EkkAnoilag kot Tov Xplotol pe tov TPdmo mov CoVue Kal YU avTtd o AMGOTOAOC HOG
Aéel: «[Mpooéxete! mpooéxete! Na elote mpooekTikol mMwg Celte», UATIWG EVW
TIPOCEPYECTE Yyla va PETAAGPBeTe, KaTadlkaotelte, UATMWG TPOCEPXEOTE OTn 6.
Kowwvia kot dev pnopel(te va KOwWwwvAoeTe Ye tov Oed otov omoio mnyaivete. O
AnéotoAo¢ MadAoG xpnotpomnotel TMOAD TPOUAKTIKA AdyLa yU' avtd, 6Ttav AéeL OTL Ba
npémnel va €xovpe BabLd ouvaiobnon oto MW AauBdvovue To ZWHA Katl To Alua Tov
XpLotoL mov, eneldn elval wTLA, (OWC HOC KATAKAWEL.

Towg To Mo Tpaywkd onuelo €lvat 6Tl eV CcLVELBNTOTOLOOPE TO YEYOVOC OTL TO
ZWUa Kot to Alpa tou Xplotol elvat ewTid, 6tL mpooAapBdavovtag Ta avdéla,
KATAKALYOUOOTE, EEPALVOUAOTE , KOL OTABLAKA YWOUQOTE OTAXTN. YNAPXEL AKOUA
€vac AAAoC Adyog Ttou Ayiou Zupewv tou N. ©coAdyou mov mpoeldomnolel- KAMOLOG
nmov mAnowdlet tn O. Kowwvia 6iywc¢ Cwvtavh péoa ToL TNV Eenlyvwon TING
nopovoiag Tov XpLotold Mov GLVAVTAUE 0TO PuaTrpLo, 6ev AapBdavel 00TE TO ZWUA,



o0te TO Ao TOL XPLOTOU, EMELON TO €AEOC TOL XPLOTOU EMLTPEMEL v AdUPBAvEL
HOvo Ywul Kat kpaol. Agv elval avTd TPAYLKO;

Otav oke@TOPOOTE TOV €0UTO HOC, AVAPWTIOMAOTE, TOLOC amd €UAC pmopel va
AdBel ta Tilga Awpa; Nai, mpémnel va Owbdokovue tTnv o0pbn miotn, mpémnel v’
avAKOLUE oTnNV EKkANnola, aAAd dev apkel. Mpémnel v'avAkovue e tn Cwr pag: n Cwn
MOGC OAN mpémnel va €lvat oOpewvn pe tn Cwn ToL XPLOTOU, Ol OKEWELC MOC ME TLG
OKEWYELC Tov, oL KapPdLEC pag va cuvtoviovTal e TNV Kapdld Tov, N BEANON pOGC va
elval éva pe tn 6k Tou: OxL TéAELQ, eneld e{paoTe akdua avikavol yU avtd, aAAd
TOUVAQXLOTOV O0TNV AaxTdpa, otnv BEANON, O pla mablaopévn, avoTnpen MpoondbsLa
Va LTTEPVIKAOOLPE KABETL EEVvO MPOC AL TO.

Mold¢ OkatolTaL va TPOCTEABEL; Ziyovpa KaveEvag mov dev BplokeTal 6w amd TNV
apxf TNG Acttouvpylog, e€medn n Asttovpyia dev elval kATl mov ylvetal amd TOv
tepéa, €lval KATL OV TMPAYUATOMOLE(TAL PHE TNV KOWATNTA TWV TLOTWY, Kol KABe
HEAOC TNG OpaoTnplomole{tal ylwa va mpayudatomnownBel- kL €tol, av 8ev 0ag
evdlapépel va Bplokeote €dw amd tnv apxni TNG ActTovpylag, va unv TOAUATE va
npocépyxeote otn O. Kowwvia. Agv vmdpxel XWPOG yla €0AC. Av avaKOAOYOULUE
puloog, andppwyn KAETOLOL, av APVOUUOOTE €VOOULYQ VO ELPNVEVDCOLE OTNV KapPdLd
MOG, TN B6€Anon, tn Cwr Kot TIC MPAEELG HaAG, BEV UMOPOUUE v TOARAUE va EABOLLE
yla va peTaAdBoupe. O XpLotdg eine: « Av @épeTe To dWPO 0ag¢ 0To BuolaoTrhipLo
KOl VOLWOETE OTL €XETE KATL PE KATOLOV, APAOTE TO dWPO 0OC KoL MNYA{VETE va
ELPNVEDOETE PE TOV AVTIBIKO 0aC», Kal HOvo TOTE va EABeTE, emeldr SLAPOPETIKA Oa
KaTadLlkaoToOuE, ywotl nTdpe va €vwBoLPe PE TOv XPLoTd, €V AMOPPIMTOLUE
KA&molov yla tov omnolo €ywve dvBpwrog, yla Tov omnolo méBave endvw oTo oTaALPO.

Etou ag¢ elpaote moAD, mMOAD mpooexTikol. Agv €lval n anAnotia mov Ba mpEmeL va
HOoG @€pel otnv O.Kowwvia, d6ev elval n enmbopia va AdBovue KATL pévo yla eudc,
elval n emBupia va evwBoLue Pe Tov XpLotd, £€TOL oL va TalpldEovue W' Ekelvov
OTIC OKEWELG, OTNV KOopdld, ota €pya, ot 0O,TL PBplokeTtal PEOQA MPOG, KAl va
(NTACOLPE VO TO KAVEL Yl €UAC Me TN d0Ovapn kKat tn x&pn Touv. EtoL, ag¢ ToO
OKEQPTOMOOTE aALTO Eava Kot Eavda. Elvat duvatdv va €pXe0TE va KOWWVATE HOVO
yla va naipvete Kat 6yt yia va potpdleote pe tov Xplotd tn poipa Tov; Mmopolue
va Aéue otnv Kuplakn mpooeuyr, «OLYXWPENOE MOG, OMWC OLYXWPEOUPE», av Oev
LMMAPXEL CLYXWPEDN OTNV KAPSLA Poag, Kal ¢’ avTh T mepNTwon, MWG UMOPOUUE va
KOLWWVOUUE;

Ac mpoBAnuaTIOTOOPE Alyo MAMWCG N mposldonoinon tov Aylou ZULPEWV KOl N TILO
TPOMOKTLKA mpoeldonoinon touv AmootdéAov MadAov, Ttaptdlouvv pe t™n Cwr HOG.
Aunv.
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MpwTtéTumno Kel{pevo

Sermon on Church and Communion preached on Sunday
2nd February 1992

In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. How mysterious the
Church is; one at the core, one at the root and yet so painfully, monstrously divided.

In the communion service, in the Liturgy, after the words \"The Holy Things to
Them that are Holy\” the priest breaks the Holy Bread, already consecrated, which
is the Body of Christ and says \"The Lamb of God is broken and distributed, which
being ever broken, never is divided but halloweth them that partake thereof\”.

Is that an image of the Church in history? If it is true that all those who believe in
Christ, all those who through baptism have died with Christ and risen with Him, if it
is true that all those are at one with Him, then it is true also that there is unity; but
it is also so patently true that we are divided on all levels.

Dare we say that we are so one with each other that nothing can break the bonds
of solidarity and of love? Can we say that the Churches which call themselves
Christ\'s own are so one that there is no divergence of faith, no competition,
suspicion, mutual dislike, all things that are unthinkable in one body possessed of
one spirit which is called to be to the world a revelation of the fact that God came
into the world, into a world divided, a world broken and, like the key of harmony in
music, brought everything into oneness, is it thinkable? And yet so it is.
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We may say that no one but the saints can experience that oneness of which we
speak. But this is not enough. To say that only the saints experience it does not
mean that we have a right to remain outsiders to it, and in our every day life it is
dividedness and separation that we perceive so painful. Can we say that we love
one another? Certainly not. We love a few, we ignore the many, we dislike or hate a
number of people. Are we at one? Yes, at blessed moments, when prayer takes
over, when God takes over and we forget ourselves and one another in a way, to
see one another only in Christ; but otherwise, no.

It makes each of us question: have | a right to come to the Table of the Lord? Yes, |
may be proclaiming to the extent to which | know and understand it, the wholeness
and integrity of the Orthodox Faith, but it is not enough to proclaim things with our
lips; one must identify with them in such a way that what we proclaim, profess with
our lips, must be our life. We can be heretics, we can be apostates of the Church
and of Christ through the way in which we live; and this is why the Apostle says to
us \"Beware! beware! be attentive to the way in which you live\” lest when you
come to Communion you be condemned, lest you come to Communion and cannot
commune with the God to whom you have come. Saint Paul has some very
frightening words about it when he says that we should be aware of how we
receive the Body and Blood of Christ, because it is fire, we may be consumed in it.

Perhaps the most tragic thing is that we are not aware either of the fact that the
Body and Blood of Christ are fire, or of the fact that by receiving them unworthily
we are consumed, we are dried and gradually reduced to cinders. But there is also
another saying, of Saint Symeon the New Theologian, as a warning; anyone who
comes to communion without a living awareness of Christ Whom he is meeting in a
mystery, receives neither the Body nor the Blood of Christ, because in His mercy
Christ allows him to receive nothing but bread and wine. Is not that tragic?

And when we think of ourselves and ask ourselves, who of us can receive the Holy
Gifts? Yes, we must profess the Orthodox faith, we must belong to the Church, but
this is not enough. We must belong to it through life; all our life must be in
accordance with Christ\'s life, our thoughts with His thoughts, our hearts attune to
His heart, our will at one with His will; not perfectly because we are still incapable
of this, but at least in longing, in determination, in a passionate, stern effort to
overcome in us anything which is alien to this.

Who is entitled to come? Certainly no one who is not here for the beginning of the
service, because the liturgy is not something done by the priest, it is something
that takes place within the community, and every member of the community is
active in its fulfilment; and so, if you do not care to be here from the very
beginning of it, do not dare to come to communion. There is no place in it for you. If



we discover hatred, rejection of anyone, refuse inwardly to make our peace, within
our heart, within our will, within our life and action, with anyone, we cannot dare
come to corn-come (?) to communion. Christ has said \"If you bring your gift to the
sanctuary and feel you have ought (?) against someone, leave your gift, go and
make your peace\”, and only then come, because otherwise it is condemnation that
we will receive, claiming a right to be at one with Christ while we reject someone
for whom He became man, for whom He died upon the cross.

So let us be very, very careful. It is not greed that should bring us to communion, it
is not the desire to receive something for ourselves, it is a desire to unite ourselves
with Christ so as to be in conformity with Him in thought, in heart, in mind, in
action, in everything which is us, and ask Him to make it possible by His power and
grace. So again, again let us think of it. Is it possible that you have come simply in
order to receive and not in order to share with Christ His own destiny. Can we say
in the Lord\'s prayer \"forgive us as we forgive\” if there is no forgiveness in us, and
in that case how can we come to receive communion?

Let us reflect a little lest the warning of Saint Symeon the New Theologian and the
more terrifying warning of Saint Paul come upon us. Amen.
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