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Kuplakf TeAwvou kaiL dapiLoaiov

/ F'evikd Oéuata

Ew¢c to 6voua tou Matpdc kat touv You kat tou Ayiov MvedpaTog.

ADO €BOouGdeC TPV akoVoaue oto EvayyéAlo tTnv wotopla tov BapTipatov kKot TNV
nponyovuevn Bdoudda tnv Lotopia Tov Zakyaiov.
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O BapTtipatog Atav TuQAGG, (owg 6An Ttouv TN Cwn, N (OWG KATOLX CLYKEKPLUEVN
oTIyun €lxe €lkéva OANG TNG OMOPPLAC TOU KOOUOUL, TWVYV AVOPWIVWY TIPOCWTWY,
TNV oMopPPLa amd KEBe TL oL Tov oLvédee KaTevBelov PEow TNG KTONG Ye Tov Oed
mov dnuovpynoe ta nmdvta. Htav €évag TueAdS AvBpwmnog.

Mwov nuéEpa €va mARBoc mépaoce d{mAa Tov, €va mapdEevo MARBOC - Oyl amAd Eva
BopuBwoeC MARBOC MEPACTIKWY, aAAG €va MAABOC Tov elxe €vav TuPrva, Kal o
nupnvac avtéc fAtav o Kopiog¢ Inocod¢ Xpuotdg. O Bapti{patog avTAReOnKe TNV
WlattepdTNTA ALTOLV TOL MARBOLC KAl PWTNOE MOLOC HTAV EKE(VOC TIOV TO €VWVE O€
€va oOVoAOo: Kol TéTE dpxloe va Kpavydlel yia Bonbela, yla va eAevBepwBel and
TNV TVEASTNTA TOUL.

Néoec @opéc dev elpaotav TupAol, N mMéoa TMOAAA xpdévia Sev (rioape OAolL cav



TuQAo(; TugAol otnv amokdAvyn Tou OO0V TOL MAC TPOCEPEPEL O KOOUOG- Tu@Aol
oTNV opop@Ld, 6xL oTtnNV €EWTEPLKA TNG mModTNTA OAA& oTtnv Aduyn TG O€iKAC
AQUYPNG Kal OMOPPLAC OmwC Hag amokaAlmtetol. [Méoo ocuyvd O6ev KolTAEaue
npéowna dixwc moté va dovpue OTL eival elkévec ToL OOV MOL Ba MPEMEL VA HOC
QEPVOLY O’ eMa@r ME TOV O€d, KL VO UNV OTEKOLY AVAUECQ O LOC Kal Tov ©gd oav
neLpacpéc. MNéoo ouvxvd nEpace 0 XPLoTdC SIMAA POC KoL TIOTE OEV MPOCEEAUE TNV
nopovacia Tov;

AC TMPOBANUATIOTOVUE KoL 0 avapwTNOoOPE OXL HoOVvo OG0 oL VA elpaocTtav TuEAol
0To MapeABOY, aAAd mdéoo elpaocte TNV mMapovoa otiyur. O Xpuotdg PBplokeTal
avdueoa pac. To avtidauBavouaote; Evag MNatépag tng Epriuou elxe mel @ «Omolog
€lde Tov mAnoiov Touv £xeL del Tov Oed». Nat pla elkéva tov Ogo0, . aAnBwi
€lkOva. KaTteoTpauuévn TNV MPAYHATIKOTNTA, OTMWC TOOEC TMOAAEC €lKOveG slval
BEBNAWHEVEC N KOTECTPAUMEVEG: KATEOTPAUUEVEC O BaBud TOUL, KATIOLEC (QOPEC
dev avayvwpiCovtal, Kat Suwc eival pLa Bela etkéva.

Tnv mponyoOluevn eBdopada akovoaue yia tov Zakyxaio. O Zakyxaloc Eenépaoe €vav
AAAov TmeElpaopd mouv pag €lvat MOAD yvwoTtdég, auTtév TNG HATALOTNTAG: N
HOTOOTNTA TOL ONUA{VEL TNV MPOOCKOAANCH MAC OE TMPAYMOTA OQOAMOVTA KOl N
MPOOTA0eLld pHag va MTPOKAAETOLPE HEC AT ALTA TOV BaVUACHS GAAWY AVOPWTTWY
mov Oev €xouvv Okaiwpa va kplvouvv, emneldry eival emniong 6&oplol otnv (Bla
MIKPOTNTA TNG KOPdLAC Kot Touv vou. H patadtnta, Katd Ttov Aylo lwdvvn TG
KA{nakag, elvat vmepn@dvela evwmov Tov Oeol Kot delAla VWOV TWY avOPWTWVY-
Mla eTiBupiar va unv KPLBoOPE, va UNv KaTadlkaoTtoOue, aAAG va pog Bavpdlouvy, va
MOG €MOLvoly, va pag €mdOKLNAlouy akdua yla mPdyuaTta mov dev €Xouv KAmoLx
o&la, anAd Kat uévo va pog emdokLpdlouy.

MpdTtewva TNV mponyoluevn eBOoUAda OTL TMPETEL VA EGTLACOVLUE TNV TPOCOXN MOG
oc auTAv TNV WBlaitepn vy pag apoptia Kot va avapwtnBovue méoco elpaote
aveEdptnTol and tnv Kpion Twv avBpwnwv, méoco s{paote adldgopol otnv Kpion
NG 8IKAC pag ouveldnong Katl péoa amnd avtriv, otnv Kpion tou (dlov Tov OeoU);

ZAMEPQA €XOVUE VO KAVOLUE PE Lo TPlTN €lkOvar Ye TNV LoTopla Tov daploaiov Kat
Tou TeAwvn. O TeAwvnc eilxe ovvaiodBnon tng ava&ldTnTtdc Tov, 6TL ATAV AVAEELOC
va TopovolaoTel evwmov tov Oeol, aAAd emniong OTL ATav €UMPOCOEKTOC OTNV
oLVTPOPLA aELOCERACTWY AVOPWNWY, oL 0 Oed¢ Ba amodexdtav. HABE otnv ndépTa
Tou NaoU kat 6ev pmopoloe va dlaoyioel To KATWEAL yoti yvwplle 6TL o avTtdv
TOV KOOPO TOv akABapTo, TOV MOALOMEVO, TOv BeBNAwpEvVO amd TNV avOpwmvn
apapTia, and to alpa Kol To KaKO o€ OAEC TOUL TLC HOPPEG, 0 NadG ATav €vag TOMOoG
APLEPWHEVOC HOVO oTov Oed. OAOC 0 LOAOLIMOC KOGHOG, VLo V& XPNOLHUOTOLACW [La
@pdon tov Zatavd nov ne{page tov Koplo, Ao tov vndAolno KOOUO «ToV MAPEOWOE



0 GvBpwrnog o’ guévax». AAAG o vadcg elval €vag xwpog omov dvBpwrmot tnG mioTng,
adOvapol aAA& pe miotn otov O¢o, eival anokoupévol and tovTto To BaciAelo Tou
Tpépov mov elval To Spdpa TNG OIKAC OMOPPLAC, TNG KaTolkiag tov EvAg mov dev
EXEL TOMO va «KA(VEL TNV KEPAAR», 0’ €vav KOOUO TOL Tov EKAgwav am’ AvTtdv Kol
napaddOnKe oTa XEPLA TOL AVTLIIAAOU.

O TeAwvng otdbnke otnv €locodo tov NaoL, yvwplle 6Tl avike oTto BaciAelo Tou
KaKOU, Kal dev unmopolLoe va eLgEABEL 0TOV LEPS XWPO TOL Ol Kal OUWG, €VOLWOE
™ dlagopd, o TPOUOC Tov ouveixe Kal o aloBnon Aatpelag yia to BaoiAelo Tov
©€00. Xtunoloe To 0TABOC TOL {NTWVTOC €Ag0C yLaTl dev punopoloe va eAT{CeL KaL
va vnoAoy(CeL og tinota &AAo.

Kat o daploaio¢ otdBnke oto péoov TG EkkAnoiag: eixe pmel oto vad Kot €(xe
ndpeL Tn B€on touv kel oav KAmolog mov €ixe to dikalwua va Bploketal ekel. MNati;
Oyt enedn Atav évag avbpwmnog pe ayvry Kapdld, aAAd emeldri ATov MOTOC OTOV
K&Be Ttumkd Kavéva mov elxe kKaBLlepwBel and tn Zuvaywyr, OMwg évag aplbpdc and
EMAC elval MOTOC 0TOLG EEWTEPLKODG TOTOLE TNG CWAC ToL dev pag ayyilouvv Kav,
mov dev @Tdvouv OTNV KOPOLA pag, mou 6ev 6(vouv véEo oyAUA KoL vOnua OTLC
OKEWELC MOGC.

‘Etol ndAL, Bplokbuoote evwmov H00 avdpwyv Kat 0 XpLoTtdG HOoG pwTd: Toldg sloat;
E{oal kdmotog mov cuvatoBdvetal Té6oo Babld tnv LEepdTNTA TOL O£00, TOL YVWPITEL
0T, €KTOC amd évav Oed mov Ba KaTERALVE GTN YN YA va Ha¢ BepamedoeL Kal va
MOC owoel, dev Ba vmrpxe tpPoOMo¢ va Tov mpooeyyloovue. H el{uoote cav Tov
daploaio mov Ba EAeye otov ©€d, mov Ba Tov €Aeye KaTduovTpa: Ekava o,TL ATV
YPOUMEVO va yivel. Agv €xelg KATL va pouv Inthoewg! ... Asv elpaote TOOO
vneprigavol Onwe o daploaiog, o0TE £€Xovpe TO O0TOBEPS B&ppoC va elpaocte Té60O0
niotol 600 ATtav ekelvoc atnv MARPN THEPNON TOL YPAUUATOG TOL VOLOU.

Ac avapwtnBolue Aowmdv: puuoduacte Tov daploaio ota £pyd TOL, EEWTEPLKA
notol ota dOypaTa TNG XPLoTLaVIKAG Hag mliotng; Kal mépa amnd avTtd, EMTPEMOVUE
oTNV MOTN HOC VO METAOTPEYEL TNV KAPOLA pag, va KuBepvd tTnv BEANON Hag, Kot
va QWTIZEL TO VOL POGC;

AuTtriv TNV gpyaoia pog mPoaeEépel To onuePWO EvayyéAlo. Zkepte(te To. Oa €lval
Vo OKOMA Brida YL va TAPOUVUE LY amd@acn WOTE VO NV KATASIKAOTOOUE. APAVY.

Anodoon Kelpévou: www.agiazoni.gr
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MNpwTtoéTumo Keipegvo
1993, February 7th
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.

Two weeks ago we heard the Gospel relating the story of the blind man,
Bartimaeus (St Luke XVIII :35-43), and last week that of Zacchaeus (St Luke XIX: I-
10).

Bartimaeus had been blind, perhaps all his life, or perhaps at a certain moment he
had lost sight of all the beauty of the world, of human faces, of everything that
related him directly through the created world to God who made all things. He was
a blind man. One day a crowd passed by him, a strange crowd - not just a noisy
crowd of passers-by, but a crowd that had a centre, and the centre was the Lord
Jesus Christ. Bartimaeus perceived the uniqueness of this crowd and asked who it
was that made it into a whole; and then he began to cry for help, to be freed from
his blindness.

How many times have we been blind, or how many years have we all lived blind?
Blind to that revelation of God which the created world is offering us; blind to
beauty, not to its external quality but to the shining of the divine wisdom and the
divine beauty through it. How often have we looked at faces and never seen that
they are icons of God that should relate us to God, and not stand between God and
us as a temptation. How often has Christ passed quite close to us and we have
never noticed His presence and His passing?

Let us reflect on ourselves and ask ourselves not only how often we were blind in
the past, but how blind we are at this present hour. Christ is in our midst. Are we
aware of it? Christ meets us in every person. Are we aware of that? One of the
Desert Fathers said: \"He who has seen his neighbour has seen his God\”. Yes, an
image of God, a real image. Damaged indeed like so many icons, desecrated or
damaged; damaged to the point, at times, of being unrecognisable, and yet, a
divine image.

Last week we heard about Zacchaeus.

Zacchaeus overcame another temptation which is very familiar to us, that of



vanity; vanity that consists in attaching ourselves to things of no value and trying
to derive through them the admiration of other people who have no right to judge,
because they also are prisoners of the same smallness of mind and smallness of
heart. Vanity, in the words of St John Climacus, is arrogance before God and
cowardice before men; a desire not to be judged, not to be condemned, but to be
admired, to be praised, to be approved of, even for things that are not worthy of
approval, just to be approved.

| suggested last week that we must concentrate our attention on that particular sin
of ours and ask ourselves how dependent am | on the judgement of men, how
indifferent am | to the judgement of my own conscience and beyond it, through it,
of God Himself? How much do | look for approval and admiration of things that are
unworthy of me, not only to speak of God?

Today we are confronted with a third image; we are confronted with the story of
the Pharisee and of the Publican (St Luke XVIII: 10-14). The Publican was aware of
his unworthiness, he was aware that he was unworthy of presenting himself before
the face of God, but also of being admitted into the company of respectable
people, people of whom God would approve. He came to the door of the Temple
and could not cross the threshold because he knew that in this world soiled,
polluted, desecrated by human sin, by blood and evil in all its forms, the Temple
was a place which was devoted to God alone. All the rest of the world, to use a
phrase of Satan tempting Christ, all the rest of the world \"has been betrayed into
my hands by man\”. But the Temple is a space which men of faith, frail indeed but
believing in God, cut out of this realm of horror to be a vision of divine beauty, a
dwelling place for the One who has nowhere to rest His Head in a world that was
stolen from Him and betrayed into the hands of the adversary.

As the Publican stood on the threshold he knew that he belonged to the realm of
evil, and had no access into the realm of God; and yet, he felt the difference, he
felt horror at himself and a sense of worship, of adoration with regard to the Divine
Realm. He beat his chest and asked for mercy because there was nothing else he
could hope for and count on.

And the Pharisee stood right in the middle of the Church; he had walked in and
taken his stand there as one who had the right to be there. Why? Not because he
was a man of pure heart, but because he was faithful to every one of the formal
rules established by the Synagogue, as a number of us are faithful to the outer,
external rules of life that do not penetrate even through our skin, which do not
reach our heart, which do not give a new shape and meaning to our thoughts.



So, again, we are confronted by two men and asked by Christ: who are you? Are
you one who is so deeply aware of the sanctity of God that he knows that, apart
from a God who would step down to us to heal and save, there is no access to Him.
Or are we like the Pharisee who would say to God, throw it in His face: | have done
all that is prescribed. You have nothing to ask of me!.. We are not that arrogant
because we have not even the courage of being arrogant as the Pharisee was,
neither have we got the constancy of courage to be as faithful as he was to the full
of the life of the law.

Let us ask ourselves then: do we emulate the Pharisee in deed, outwardly faithful
to all the tenets of our Christian Faith? And beyond this, do we allow our faith to
transform our heart, to rule our will, to enlighten our mind?

This is the task which the Gospel offers us. Think about it. It will be one more step
to pronouncing upon ourselves a judgement so that we are not condemned. Amen.
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