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Holy Orders.

In the Orthodox Church there are to be found three “Major Orders”-Bishop. Priest 
and Deacon — and two “Minor Orders” — Subdeacon and Reader (although in 
ancient times there were other “Minor Orders” which have now fallen into disuse). 
The Holy Apostles appointed seven men (Church Tradition calls them “Deacons”) to 
perform a special serving ministry (Acts 6:2-6) and in his first Letter to the 
Corinthians, St. Paul speaks of various ministries in the Church (1 Cor. 12:28). 
Likewise, he addresses his Letter to the Philippians, To all the saints in Christ Jesus 
who are at Philip pi, with the bishops and deacons (Phil. 1:1). In his first Letter to 
Timothy, the Holy Apostle also speaks of the qualifications of Bishops and Deacons 
(1 Tim. 3:1-13), as well as in his Letter to Titus (1.5-9).
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