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The major problems facing our world today are increasingly connected to
environmental issues: pollution, population, energy, climate change all call into
question our relation to nature, a relation that seems to many to have become
deeply problematical. And it seems likely that environmental issues will continue to
occupy center stage throughout this new century. But can Orthodox Christianity
teach us anything important about the natural environment and our relation to it?
We live in a modern age, an age of science and technology, where even very
traditional problems of birth and life and death are given scientific formulations and
technological solutions. Surely problems explicitly involving nature itself should
properly be defined and analyzed by the natural sciences, and addressed by the
technologies that science has made possible—not pondered over using traditional
ways of thinking that, according to many environmentalists, have not just been
scientifically discredited, but that bear much of the blame for generating the very
problems themselves. More troubling yet, it has long been common in
environmental circles to place much of the blame for our present-day
environmental woes specifically upon Christianity and its attitudes toward nature.
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