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The Halki Seminary and the Patriarchate’s
Existential Crisis
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Posted By Allen Yekikan

AFP reported on Thursday that the Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul, Bartholomew |,
was hopeful Turkey would re-open a historic seminary it shut down nearly four
decades ago. The Halki Orthodox Theological Seminary, located on the island of
Halki off the coast of Istanbul, was the key Patriarchical institution for educating
the Greek Orthodox Community and training its future clergy for more than a
century before it was closed down by the Turkish government in 1971.

The Patriarch was responding to signals last week by Turkey’s Culture Minister that
Ankara is planning to re-open the Greek seminary, considered vital to the survival
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul. (neptogdtepa...)
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